
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Eucharist 

September 27, 2026 • 9:30 am 
All are welcome to worship God in this place. 

Bold print indicates participation by the congregation 
Page numbers in The Book of Common Prayer refer to the red book 

Hymn numbers prefixed H indicate the blue Hymnal 1982 
WLP indicates the green Wonder, Love, and Praise 

LEVAS indicate the black & red Lift Every Voice and Sing II 

 

PRELUDE 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Trust and Obey  LEVAS 205 
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The Word of God 
OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY Book of Common Prayer p. 355 

Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE  

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   Book of Common Prayer p. 357 

Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, 
that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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FIRST READING   Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

A Reading from the book of Ezekiel. 

1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 
“The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3“As I live,” says the Lord God, 
“this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well 
as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
  25Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways 
that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die 
for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the 
wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they 
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they 
shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ O house of Israel, are my ways 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways,” says the Lord God. “Repent 
and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will 
you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone,” says the Lord God. “Turn, then, and 
live.” 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 PSALM    25:1-8 

We will read the Psalm responsively by whole verse:  

 1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
 my God, I put my trust in you; * 
  let me not be humiliated, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 2Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
  let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
 3Show me your ways, O Lord, * 
  and teach me your paths. 
 4Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
  for you are the God of my salvation; 
  in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 5Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 6Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
  remember me according to your love 
  and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
 7Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 
  therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
 8He guides the humble in doing right * 
  and teaches his way to the lowly. 
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SECOND READING   Philippians 2:1-13 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Philippi. 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 
than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in 
my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling 
you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 GRADUAL HYMN  Abide with me: fast falls the eventide (Eventide) H 662 
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GOSPEL   Matthew  21:23-32 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, 
and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I 
will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 
25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to 
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 
29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the 
same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The 
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 



 6 

ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.” 

 Priest The Gospel of our Savior. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 THE SERMON  The Rev. Sally Goodall 

THE NICENE CREED  Enriching our Worship I, p. 53 

All standing in body or spirit. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Book of Common Prayer p. 359 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; remembering especially the Church of Bangladesh in the 
Anglican Communion; and in the Diocese of Ohio, for those members of our diocese in seminary. 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, and Anne our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in the Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, remembering especially those on our prayer list. 

Silence. The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
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We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence. The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

The Celebrant concludes with a Collect. 

CONFESSION OF SIN                  Enriching our Worship I, p. 56 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have 
denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil 
that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

THE ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

The congregation greets one another in the name of Christ. 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND BLESSINGS 

THE OFFERTORY   Book of Common Prayer p. 376 

The Celebrant says 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.  Ephesians 5:2 

OFFERTORY HYMN It Is Well with My Soul LEVAS 188 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER I  Enriching our Worship I, p. 57  

SURSUM CORDA 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Celebrant It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and 
fountain of mercy. 

 You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed us 
in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with 
all creation as we sing (say): 

SANCTUS Holy, holy, holy (Proulx) S 125 

 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own image and 
called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards 
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and show forth your bountiful grace. 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the 
world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never 
ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us 
in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you 
sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he 
revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of 
freedom and life. 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: 

“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine. 
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share 
these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting 
heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise 
your Name for ever. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for 
ever and ever. AMEN 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  Book of Common Prayer p. 363 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
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FRACTION ANTHEM Lamb of God (Powell)  S 163 

 

INVITATION 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

We welcome all to the table for Holy Communion. All baptized Christians of any denomination are welcome to receive the Sacrament. 
To receive a blessing instead, cross your arms over your chest. You may receive the Sacrament in one or both kinds and gluten free 
wafers are available by request. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  Book of Common Prayer p. 365 

Let us pray.  

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may 
proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

BLESSING 

CLOSING HYMN  Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing (Sicilian) H 344 
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DISMISSAL  Book of Common Prayer p. 366 

 Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE   

 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE ON OUR PRAYER LIST 

T.J. Leo, Allen DeMarks, Vickey, Ginger Elliott, Carmela, Twila, 
Ron Robertson, Gaynell Harris, Olivia, Carlos & Julianna Caguiat, Donna Wynn, 

Brian Sullivan, Pat Rogers, Karen Kelly, Bob, Jason, Joe Edwards, 
Eleanor Congdon, Bill Bonte, Pat Sekola, Roxanne DeNiro, George & Carol Errington, 

Paul, Clinton Jost, Stan, Ronald Gould, Fabio Ceccarani, Kevin Shelton, 
Suzanne Cinelli, Gretchen Lowe, Sally Wiley, Kathy Stigliano.  
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THOSE WHO ARE SERVING TODAY 

 PRESIDER/PREACHER The Rev. Sally Goodall 
 GUEST ORGANIST Mary Snyder 
 LECTOR Sam Dickey 
 CHALICE BEARER Michael Leckfor 
 VIDEOGRAPHER Doug Hotchkiss 
 ALTAR GUILD Denise Johnson & Eva Sullivan 
 USHERS Matt Barry & David Simonelli 
 ACOLYTES Chloe Johnson 
 COFFEE HOUR Paul Robertson 
 THE RED DOOR CAFÉ Jack and Jill of America 

The material in this bulletin is from RitePlanning.com, reprinted with permission. Copyright © 2026, 
Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the honor and glory of God and in memory 
of Dorothy Schultz Obetz by Suzanne Cinelli. 

TODAY’S AUMBRY CANDLE is given to the honor and glory of God and in memory 
of Norman & Marion Vacha by Suzanne Cinelli; Germaine DeMarks by Allen 
DeMarks; Jeff Eckenrode by Sally Oberman; Glenn D. Franklin by Diane L. New. 

 

We Welcome You to St. John’s 
If  you are visiting today, please fill out a Connection Card from the pew rack and 

place it in the offering plate, or sign the guest register in the hallway. And please join 
us for conversation and refreshments in the back of the nave after the service. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
AMBIENT MUSIC MEDITATION All are welcome to our Ambient Music Meditation every 2nd and 
4th Friday from 12pm-1pm in the Church. The next dates are October 9th and November 6th, 2026. 

ADULT FORUM STUDY All are welcome to join us for our study of “Seeing Gray in a World of 
Black and White” by Adam Hamilton. We will meet on Sunday mornings in the parlor 
beginning October 18 and concluding November 15 from 8:15 to 9:20. Please let the leader, 
David Hill, or Leslie know if you are interested. A donation of $5.00 for the book is suggested. 
The book is available on the desk in the office.  

BOOK CLUB Please join us on Wednesday October 14, 2026 in the Parlor to discuss the book 
The Women on Platform Two by Laura Anthony. The Women on Platform Two is an “inspiring 
novel about the liberating paths blazed by Irish women” (Kirkus Reviews) and how much 
farther we still have to go. 

JAZZ CONCERT Join us for a jazz concert on Friday, October 9, 2026 at 7:00 pm. St. John's is 
honored to have been selected as the site for the concert for Ohio Non-Violence Week. 
Featured artists include Keith Lamar, Albert Marques, Nikita Jones, Chris Coles, Zaire Darden, 
and Jordan McBride. The concert is sponsored by Jack Cessna, founder of the Youngstown 
Peace Race. 
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