
 

  

 Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
April 28, 2024 ·  10:30 AM 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
The FIFTH Sunday of EASTER 

  All are welcome to worship God in this place. 
   In church before the service, please respect others by being silent.  

  Bold print indicates all the people shall read aloud   
PRELUDE  Prelude          Healey Willan 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN We Know that Christ Is Raised and Dies No More        Hymnal - 296    

                  Engelberg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE WORD OF THE LORD 
OPENING & COLLECT FOR PURITY                                                   Book of Common Prayer 355 
The Celebrant says 
 Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
All The Lord is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 
Celebrant   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
          hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
          may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
          Amen. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                        Hymnal S-280                            Robert Powell 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know 

your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly     
follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever.  Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON                      Acts 8:26-40 
Reader A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got 
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up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem 
to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the proph-
et Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So 
Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you un-
derstand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides 
me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the 
scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its 
  shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation?  
  For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting 
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were 
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is 
water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to 
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched 
Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip 
found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed 
the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
All        Thanks be to God. 
THE PSALM   22:24-30                Deus, Deus meus 
The psalm will be sung by all.  

  
 

 
 

24. My praise is of him in the great as|sembly; * 
      I will perform my vows in the presence of | those who worship him. 
25. The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
 and those who seek the Lord shall | praise him: * 
      “May your heart | live for ever!” 
26. All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the Lord, * 
      and all the families of the nations shall | bow before him. 
27. For kingship belongs to the | Lord; * 
      he rules o|ver the nations. 
28. To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in | worship; * 
      all who go down to the dust | fall before him. 
29. My soul shall live for him; 
 my descendants shall | serve him; * 
      they shall be known as the | Lord’s for ever. 
30. They shall come and make known to a people | yet unborn * 
      the saving | deeds that he has done. 
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THE SECOND LESSON                        1 John 4:7-21 
Reader A reading from the first letter of John. 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God 
is love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, 
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, 
and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 
them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the 
day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears 
has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, 
"I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 
The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also. 

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
All         Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GRADUAL HYMN     God Is Love: Let Heaven Adore Him       Hymnal - 379           Abbot’s Leigh  
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                 John 15:1-8 
Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Gospeller     Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He 

removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes 
to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spo-
ken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you 
are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 
from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done 
for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disci-
ples.”  

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
THE SERMON                                                        The Rev. Abraham Allende 
 
THE NICENE CREED                  Book of Common Prayer 358 
All   We believe in one God,  the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Fa-

ther, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Be-
ing with the  Father. Through him all  things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit  he became  incarnate from the  Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

   We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from  the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one bap-
tism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,  and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      Praying the Scriptures by Jeremiah D. Williamson 
Friends, there is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. So let us boldly pray to 
God, saying, “Loving God, put your words in our hearts.” 

Great vine-grower, remove anything in your Church that hinders our love. May we 
abide in your Son Jesus. May he abide in us. We want to bear much fruit; we want to be 
disciples of your Son.  
Silence 
Loving God, Put your words in our hearts.  
 

Ruler of the nations, under your reign the poor shall eat and be satisfied: make known 
your saving deeds to the ends of the earth.  
Silence 
Loving God, Put your words in our hearts.  
 

Creator God, you nourish our bodies and our spirits with the fruits of the vine. Give us 
eyes to see your presence in our world; give us words to witness to your goodness.  
Invite the congregation to add their thanksgivings, followed by silence 
Loving God, Put your words in our hearts.  
 

Good Teacher, you sent Philip to the Ethiopian so that he would be transformed by un-
derstanding: bless our local colleges and universities. Give wisdom and understanding to 
all those who teach and all those who learn.  
Silence 
Loving God, Put your words in our hearts.  
 

O God, you are love. You love us so much. We pray for our brothers and sisters,          
especially those in great need. Increase our love for them; teach us empathy. Bless them 
with your healing touch.  
Invite the congregation to add their petitions, followed by silence 
Loving God, Put your words in our hearts.  
 

Almighty God, who truly to know is everlasting life: May your love be an eternal abode 
for all your saints.  
Silence 
Loving God, Put your words in our hearts.  

 
THE CONCLUDING COLLECT          Praying the Scriptures by Jeremiah D. Williamson 
Priest  O Lord, your mercy endures forever. Hear the prayers of your people. And grant us the 

strength and the courage to walk in your ways, all the days of our lives. In the name of 
Jesus, we pray.  Amen.  

 
THE CONFESSION          Book of Common Prayer 360 
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and for-
give us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 
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THE ABSOLUTION 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on your, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen.  

THE PEACE  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All  And also with you.                   
The congregation greets one another in the name of the Lord. 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Officiant  Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 

God. 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Peace I Leave with You         Amy Beach  
All All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C             Book of Common Prayer 369 
SURSUM CORDA                            Hymnal S-120                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebrant  God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
All  Glory to you for ever and ever. 
Celebrant At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space,  

galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
All  By your will they were created and have their being. 
Celebrant From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 

memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, 
and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

All   Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
Celebrant Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 

your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a  wom-
an, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

All   By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
Celebrant And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apos-

tles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, 
to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:  
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SANCTUS      Hymnal S-125       Richard Proulx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Celebrant continues 
   And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by 

water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit 
to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and 
gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me." 
  After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
          Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of  
thanksgiving, 

All   We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.  
        Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our 
Lord  Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliv-
er us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; 
for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us 
one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

All   Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.  
  Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and wor-
ship, from generation to generation. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER       Book of Common Prayer 364 
Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  thy will be 

done,  on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation,   but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM                       Hymnal S– 163                                          Robert Powell            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE INVITATION 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION           Please let Pastor Allende know if you would prefer gluten free wafers.  
 
COMMUNION MOTET    Rise Up, My Love      Healey Willan  
 
PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of Thy Church, where the Holy Eucha-
rist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer You praise and thanksgiving. I present to 
You my soul and body with the earnest wish that I may always be united to You. And 
since I can not now receive You sacramentally, I beseech You to come spiritually into 
my heart. I unite myself to You, and embrace You with all the affections of my soul. Let 
nothing ever separate You from me. May I live and die in Your love. Amen. 

 
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                 Book of Common Prayer 366 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
The people all stand as they are able and pray together 
 Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these 
holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE EASTER BLESSING          Book of Occasional Services 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High  

Deus tuorum militum   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL  
Celebrant   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.  
People          Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
POSTLUDE  Final           Healey Willan  
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MUSIC NOTES 
Today’s prelude and postlude are taken from a collection of pieces published in 

1947 by the Canadian organist and composer, Healey Willan (1880-1968).  Willan, born 
in England, emigrated to Toronto, Canada in 1913.  In Toronto, he took the position of 
Organist-Choirmaster at St. Paul’s, Bloor Street, and in 1914 was appointed to the music 
faculty at the University of Toronto.  In 1921, supported by his royalties, he took the po-
sition of Precentor at St. Mary Magdalene, remaining there until shortly before his 
death.  Willan composed over 800 works, many of which were choral works for use in 
church.  The communion motet this morning is one such work, showing his skill in 
making a musical line and showing some influence from Brahms and Wagner. 



SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL PARISHIONERS WHO SERVE EACH WEEK AS  
MUSICIANS, READERS, ALTAR GUILD, AND VIDEOGRAPHER.  

 
Many thanks to contributions made in honor of loved  

ones for flowers and aumbrey candle each week. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Material in the bulletin is taken from  
The Book of Common Prayer 

 
All copyrighted music is reprinted 

with permission under RiteSong 
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